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president’s annual report 

In January, the MFA in Creative Writing pro

gram initiated its speaker series, "Lectores," 

which featured prominent authors like Amy 

Hill Hearth '82 and Michael Connelly. 

 

academic affairs 
Each year, UT further secures its place as a model institution that provides 
an excellent education. As our enrollment has climbed, we have worked hard to maintain 
a low average class size and a low student-to-faculty ratio. This has been achieved by hiring 
professors who are experts in their disciplines, who are excellent teachers and who engage 
in cutting-edge research. 

The 2011-2012 full-time 
faculty stood at approximate-
ly 275 members, with 31 new 
members. This year we look 
to hire nearly 40 new faculty 
members, to replace retiring 
professors, to support our 
growth and to simply add 
expertise to our academic 
departments. You’ll read on 
page 16 how more than a 
dozen of our full-time faculty 
received their bachelor’s 
degree at UT. The UT expe-
rience is so strong that some 
of our top scholars choose to 
come back here to teach as 
professors. 

Interestingly, UT is 
ful�lling the national trend 
towards health-related and 
STEM (science, tech.263 r0<</MC1c
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Jenna Sulliv an '13 loads the 

viewing tra y of the new scan

ning electron microscope. 

-

The system provides for 
unprecedented communica-
tion capabilities in the event 
of an emergency. 

We’re currently upgrad-
ing all classrooms to include 
wireless access with enough 

450 
Campus wireless sites 

bandwidth to support 
classroom capacity. And, 
four residence halls saw ex-
panded wireless capabilities 
for improved coverage and 
reliability, thus enhancing 
the more than 450 campus 
wireless sites. 

Of course, in order to 
support these operations, 
we must have a robust 
development and fundrais-

ing program. One highlight 
this year was when a donor 
funded a scanning electron 
microscope that will greatly 
enhance our biology, zool-
ogy and forensic science 
programs. The Honor Roll 
of Donors on page 49 recog-
nizes the many people who 
support the University �-
nancially. The total received 
for all gifts this year was 
$13.5 million. This year’s An-
nual Fund saw more donors 
than the previous year, and 
total Annual Fund giving 
was approximately $2.3 mil-
lion. If you’re reading this, 
you likely were called by a 
student as part of our suc-
cessful phonathon program. 
If you supported UT this 
year, I once again sincerely 
thank you. 

enrollment 
The 2011-2012 enrollment year is best characterized 
by a moderate increase in UT’s volume across the admis-
sions spectrum. This increase cascaded across most aspects 
of admissions, including events, mailings, visitors, requests 
for UT admission and waitlist (more than 1,700). 

This fall UT set another 
record enrollment of 6,900, 
and welcomed more than 
2,400 new freshmen, trans-
fer and graduate students. 
More than 140,000 student 
inquiries were received 
this year from prospective 
students. In fact, on Nov. 11, 
2011, we received 957 appli-
cations alone—a record. 

While UT continues 
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