
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

     

   

   

    

   

 
  

 
 

  
   

 
 

Stephen B. Blessing 
Curriculum Vita 

Department of Psychology 
401 W. Kennedy Blvd., Box Q 

Tampa, FL  33606 
Voice: (813) 257-3461 

E-mail: sblessing@ut.edu 

Education 
Ph.D. Carnegie Mellon University 
Summer 1996 Psychology 

Advisor: John R. Anderson 
Committee: Jill Larkin, Herbert A. Simon 

M.S. Carnegie Mellon University 
Spring 1994 Psychology 

Advisor: John R. Anderson 
Committee: Jill Larkin, Herbert A. Simon 

B.S. University of Illinois�² Urbana�±Champaign 
Spring 1992 Psychology (with Honors) 

Advisor: Brian H. Ross 
Minor: Computer Science 

Employment History 
�x Janet R. Matthews, Ph.D. Endowed Chair in Psychology, Psychology Department, 

University of Tampa, (starting Aug. 2023) 

�x Full Professor, Psychology Department, University of Tampa, 2015 �± 2023 

�x Associate Professor, Psychology Department, University of Tampa, 2009 �± 2015 

�x Assistant Professor, Psychology Department, University of Tampa, 2004 �± 2009 

�x Cognitive Scientist, Carnegie Learning, Inc., 1999 �± 2004 

�x Assistant Professor, Psychology Department, University of Florida, 1996 �± 1999 

Teaching Experience 
Applied Cognitive Psychology 
Cognitive Psychology 
Cognition of Game Playing 
General Psychology 
Statistics and Research Methods I and II 
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�x Not in Kansas Anymore: Effects from a Special Traveling Children’s Museum Exhibit, 
University of Tampa Dana Grant, 2015 [$5,321, Co-PI] 

�x Personalizing and Advancing Explore It!, University of Tampa Dana Grant, 2013 
[$3,379, Co-PI] 

�x Explore It! An Intelligent Assistive Device for Navigating the Glazer Children’s 
Museum, University of Tampa Dana and Delo Grants, 2012 [$4,250, Co-PI] 

�x Developing an Intelligent Tutor for Statistics, University of Tampa Board of Fellows 
Grant, 2010 [$1,000, PI] 

�x University of Tampa Sabbatical: Fall 2010, Fall 2017 

�x The Vanderbilt-Northwestern-Texas-Harvard/MIT (VaNTH) Engineering Research 
Center for Bioengineering Educational Technologies. National Science Foundation SBIR 
Phase IIR, 2007-2008. [$200,000, consultant] 

�x Developing a Cost-Effective Method for Creating Cognitive Models for Cognitive 
Tutors. National Science Foundation SBIR Phase II, 2006-2007. [$500,000; subawardee] 

�x Developing a Cost-Effective Method for Creating Cognitive Models for Cognitive 
Tutors. National Science Foundation SBIR Phase I, 2005. [$100,000; consultant] 

�x Authoring tools for cognitive models. National Science Foundation SBIR Phase I, 2004. 
[$100,000; co-PI] 

�x Developing a methodology for understanding how professional development translates 
into classroom practice. Department of Education SBIR Phase I, 2002. [$75,000; senior 
personnel] 

�x Psi Chi Outstanding Instructor, University of Florida, Spring 1999 

Published Works (see http://utweb.ut.edu/sblessing/ for pdfs) 

�5�H�I�H�U�H�H�G���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�V��

Blessing, S. B. (1997). A programming by demonstration authoring tool for model-tracing tutors. 
�7�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���I�R�U���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O���,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q, ��, 233–261. [reprinted 
in T. Murray, S. Blessing, & S. Ainsworth, 2003, �$�X�W�K�R�U�L�Q�J���7�R�R�O�V���I�R�U���$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G��
�7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H, Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Kluwer Academic 
Publishers.] http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-0819-7_4 

Blessing, S. B. & Anderson, J. R. (1996). How people learn to skip steps. �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I��
�(�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\�����/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����0�H�P�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���&�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q, ����, 576-598. [reprinted in 
T. Polk & C. Seifert, 2002, �&�R�J�Q�L�W�L�Y�H���0�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.] 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.22.3.576 

Blessing, S. B. & Blessing, J. S. (2010). PsychBusters: A means of fostering critical thinking in 
the introductory course. �7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�I���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\, ����(3), 178-182. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00986283.2010.488540 

Blessing, S. B. & Blessing, J. S. (2015). Using a movie as a capstone activity for the introductory 
course. �7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�I���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\, ����, 51-55. http://dx.doi.org 
/10.1177/0098628314562678 
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Blessing, S. B. & Ross, B. H. (1996). Content effects in problem categorization and problem 
solving. �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���(�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\�����/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����0�H�P�R�U�\�����D�Q�G���&�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q, ����, 
792-810. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037//0278-7393.22.3.792 

Blessing, S. B., Blessing, J. S. & Fleck, B. K. B. (2012). Using twitter to reinforce classroom 
concepts. �7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���R�I���3�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�\, ����(4), 268-271. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0098628312461484 

Blessing, S.B., Devasani, S., Gilbert, S., & Sinapov, J. (2015) Using conceptgrid as an easy 
authoring technique to check natural language responses. International Journal of 

Learning Technologies, 10, 50-70. http://dx.doi.org/10.1504/IJLT.2015.069449 

Blessing, S. B., Gilbert, S., Ourada, S., & Ritter, S. (2009). Authoring model-tracing cognitive 
tutors. The International Journal for Artificial Intelligence in Education, 19, 189-210. 

Gilbert, S., Blessing, S.B., & Guo, E. (2015). Authoring effective embedded tutors: An overview 
of the extensible problem specific tutor (xpst) system. �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���$�U�W�L�I�L�F�L�D�O��
�,�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��������, 428-454. http:/dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40593-015-0045-0 

Ritter, S. & Blessing, S. B. (1998). Authoring tools for component-based learning 
environments. �-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I���W�K�H���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V, ��(��), 107–131. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1207/s15327809jls0701_4 

�%�R�R�N�V��

Murray, T., Blessing, S., Ainsworth, S. (Eds.) (2003). �$�X�W�K�R�U�L�Q�J���7�R�R�O�V���I�R�U���$�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\��
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�R�I�W�Z�D�U�H. Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Kluwer Academic Publishers. 

�%�R�R�N���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�V��

Blessing, S.B., Fleck, B., & Hussey, H.D. (2018). A survey of effective blogging practices. In R. 
J. Harnish, K. R. Bridges, D. N. Sattler, M. L. Signorella, & M. Munson (Eds.). �7�K�H���8�V�H��
�R�I���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���L�Q���7�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J. Retrieved from the Society for the Teaching of 
Psychology web site: 
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�6�H�F�R�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V��(pp. 292-299). Charlottesville, 
VA: Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education. 

Ritter, S., & Blessing, S. B., Wheeler, L. (2003). User modeling and problem-space 
representation in the tutor runtime engine. In P. Brusilovsky, A. T. Corbett , & F. de 
Rosis (Eds.), �8�V�H�U���0�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J������������(pp. 333-



   
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
   

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

Harvesting the Current Crop and Planting Seeds for the Future Workshop at the Twelfth 
International Conference on Intelligent Tutoring Systems, Honolulu, HI. 

Blessing, S. B., Blessing, J. S., & Fleck, B. K. B. (January, 2010). Twittering through 
psychology: Using social networking for out-of-class instruction . Poster presented at the 
32nd Annual National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology (NITOP) Conference, St. 
Petersburg, FL 

Blessing, S., Weiss, J., Garrett, M, Mather, S. (January, 2007). Exam Q&A: Effective review 
software made easy. Poster presented at the 29th Annual National Institute on the 
Teaching of Psychology (NITOP) Conference, St. Petersburg, FL. 

Caban, C., Coppola, D., Blessing, S., & Skowronek, J. (February, 2018). ExploreIT: Creating a 
Smartphone App to Eng�嬀



   
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

��
 

 ��
 

 

 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 
  

  

  

 
  

  
  

 

  

Skowronek, J.S., Blessing, S.B., & Quintana, A.A. (March, 2013). Explore IT: A pilot study of 
an interactive app for parent-child exploration in a children’s museum. Poster presented 
at the 2013 Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting, Seattle, WA. 

In The News 
Anderson, M. K. (2001). ‘Aaron’: Art from the machine. �:�L�U�H�G. May 12, 2001. [retrievable from 

http://www.wired.com/culture/lifestyle/news/2001/05/43685] 

Belcher, W. (2008). Tampa professor studies what makes ads like 'Magic Fridge' memorable. 
�7�D�P�S�D���7�U�L�E�X�Q�H. Feb. 3, 2008. 

Castle, C. (2007). Ongoing Research. �0�X�V�H�X�P���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���0�R�Q�L�W�R�U. June 2007. 

Castle, C. (2006). Ongoing Research. Museum Education Monitor. October 2006. 

Engelstein, G. (Host). (2019, November 24). �7�K�H���,�Q�F�D�Q���*�R�O�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W. [Audio podcast]. 
Retrieved from http://ludology.libsyn.com/gametek-2135-the-incan-gold-experiment 

Freakonomics (2009). Why it's good to get your commercial banned from the super bowl. �7�K�H��
�1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���7�L�P�H�V. Feb. 1, 2009. [retrievable from http://freakonomics.blogs.nytimes.com/ 
2009/02/01/are-superbowl-commercials-better-when-theyre-banned/] 

Poltilove, J. (2012). App designed to enhance children’s museum tours. �7�K�H���7�D�P�S�D���7�U�L�E�X�Q�H, July 
4, 2012. [retrievable from http://www2.tbo.com/news/breaking-
news/2012/jul/04/stnewso3-app-designed-to-enhance-childrens-museum--ar-423043/] 

Traphagen, M. (2008). �
�:�L�Q�L�Q�J�¶���W�U�X�P�S�V���V�F�U�H�D�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���V�X�S�H�U���E�R�Z�O���D�G�V�� Miller-

McCune. Feb. 6, 2008. [retrievable from http://miller-mccune.com/main/article/159] 

Vasquez, D. (2008). A downside to funny Super Bowl ads: Consumers often forget the advertiser 
behind them. Media Life Research. Jan. 30, 2008. [retrievable from http://www.medialife 
magazine.com/artman2/publish/Research_25/A_downside_to_funny_Super_Bowl_ads.asp 

Professional Affiliations 
�x Cognitive Science Society 

�x Society for Artificial Intelligence in Education 

�x 



 

 
 

  

International Intelligent Tutoring Systems Conference (2002, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016). 
FLAIRS (2008-2012) 

�x Book/Chapter review: McGraw-Hill (2008-2011, 2017), Wadsworth (2007), Oxford 
University Press (2011), Psychology Press (2013) 

�x Consultancies: McGraw-Hill (2008-2010, 2022), Cengage (2009-2010) 
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