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¡Felicidades a la clase de 2019!   
¿Cuántas familias hispanas están representadas aquí? ¡Enhorabuena a todos! 
 
Congratulations to you all in whatever language you speak. Today we all speak Spartan. Thank 
you, President Vaughn, Provost Stern, Board of Trustees, university administration, distinguished 
guests, all my compadres and comadres on the faculty and staff at the University of Tampa, 
parents, family and friends of the class of 2019. But most of all, thank you students, from the 
bottom of my heart, for almost never making me regret my decision to dedicate my professional 
life to teaching you about the things I love. Please know that I have learned as much from you 
over the years as I hope you have learned during your time here. And finally, thank you Sara for 
that lovely introduction. Grazie mille





have to find that truth yourself, and because it’s a maze, it’s easy to get lost on the way. As you 
probably know too well, not all who enter, leave. But you have succeeded: you made it out of 
this labyrinth. So, what is the truth that you found here? What truth do you carry inside you now?  
 
Like Martí, you are entering adulthood in an age of anxiety. And make no mistake about it: no 
one knows what lies ahead. We are constantly bombarded with conflicting and contradictory 
messages all designed to manipulate and persuade us to act in certain ways, to believe in certain 
things, to question constantly what is real and what is fake. A university education like the one 



¡Que viva la clase de 2019! 
¡Viva! 
¡Que viva la Universidad de Tampa! 
¡Viva! 
 
Thank you very much. 


