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Certificate of International Studies 

 
Welcome to the Certificate of International Studies Program!  
 
Students are able to internationalize any major through the Certificate of 
International Studies program (CIS).  Developed with the advent of the 
“Building International Competency” Quality Enhancement Plan in 2006, 
faculty designed the program requirements to increase students’ 
international knowledge, skills and attitudes, beyond the university’s 
general requirements.   
 
Today, the Certificate of International Studies has excelled as an 
innovative and comprehensive approach to international education 
recognizing graduates at commencement with unique cords and stole of 
distinction. The program is designed to enhance career opportunities for 
students with exceptional intercultural skills combined with their interwik8 (ur)4g08 Tw er
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Program Guidelines 
It is your responsibility to understand all Certificate of International Studies 
program guidelines. The CIS coordinator is available to address any questions 
and/or concerns. 
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Student Responsibilities  
All of your work must be professionally presented. You will be graded down for grammatical, spelling, or other 
technical errors. You should turn in your work as you would to your supervisor. This means that your work your 
name and class specified on the cover sheet or front page.  
 
You are expected to turn in all assignments on time. Late papers or assignments will not be accepted. Failure to 
complete a major assignment on time may result in a failing grade for the course. 

Students with Disabilities 
If there is a student who has special needs because of any disability, please go to the Academic Success Center in 
North Walker Hall for information regarding registering as a student with a disability. You may also call (813) 257-
5757 or email disability.services@ut.edu. Please feel free to discuss this issue with me, in private, if you need more 
information.  
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Globalization Essay Requirement 
Students are required to submit a globalization essay during the first semester 
that they are enrolled in the CIS program. In the CIS Blackboard grade book, it 
is labeled as Globalization Essay (PRE).  These assignments are set up on 
Blackboard with instructions and are open for submission of your essay. 
 
Graduating seniors are required to submit a second essay on the subject of 
globalization, which is the Globalization Essay (POST). 
 

Instructions for the globalization essay, PRE and POST 
 
Please answer the following questions: 

1. What does globalization mean to you? 

2. How do you view the role of the U.S. in today’s world? 

3. PRE: What do you hope to gain from the CIS program at UT? 

4. POST:  What did you gain from the CIS program at UT? 

 
Format: 

�x 1.5-2 pages 

�x Times New Roman, 12 pt. font 

�x Double spaced 

�x 1 in margins 

 
  

How will the essay be graded? 
 
Both the pre and post globalization 
essays will be graded by the 
professor using the following 
rubric: 
 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the 
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Intercultural Development Inventory 
Students are required to take the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI) 
twice; once during the first semester in the program and again during the 
capstone course in GIS 499 at the conclusion of the program.  Note that the 
assessment is used as a tool to provide students with a development plan to 
increase intercultural competence.  It is also used to measure intercultural 
development progress during the program.  The inventory scores are not used 
to calculate grades for the program.   
 
The IDI is now conducted online.  Students will receive an email with 
instructions and a code to be able to initiate the test from any location with 
an internet location.  The test takes approximately 35 minutes.   
 
The Intercultural Development Inventory® (IDI®) is a statistically reliable, 
cross-culturally valid measure of intercultural competence adapted from the 
Developmental Model of Intercultural Sensitivity.  
The IDI is a 50-item, theory-based instrument that is conducted online. The 
instrument is easy to complete and it can generate an in-depth graphic profile 
of an individual's or groups' predominant level of intercultural competence 
along with a detailed textual interpretation of that level of intercultural 
development and associated transitional issues.  (taken from 
idiinventory.com) 
 
 

  

How is the IDI measured?   
 
The IDI takes the participant’s 
results and places the individual’s 
orientation on the appropriate axis 
of the intercultural competence 
continuum.   
 
The main categories of the 
continuum: 
 
Denial: recognizes more observable 
cultural difference but may not 
notice deeper cultural differences 
and may avoid differences 
 
Polarization:  views cultural 
difference in terms of “us” and 
“them” 
 
Minimization: highlights cultural 
commonality and universal values 
 
Acceptance:  recognizes and 
appreciates patterns of cultural 
difference 
 
Adaptation: capable of shifting 
cultural perspective and changing 
behavior in culturally appropriate 
and authentic ways 



 

  Certificate of International Studies 10 
 

Foreign Language Requirement  
If you are a native English speaker: 
Students need to successfully complete at least two semesters of non-native 
foreign language coursework (six to eight credit hours) in one language with a 
minimum GPA of 2.75.  The coursework must appear on your UT transcript, as 
either transfer credit or UT credit. 
 
Students should attempt to demonstrate proficiency in a foreign language by 
attaining the intermediate level on the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 
administered by the American Council of Teaching Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL).  Students without prior foreign language experience should note that 
it is often necessary to take more than 2 semesters of foreign language in 
order to pass the OPI at the intermediate level. 
 
If you are a non-native English speaker: 
Students need to successfully complete at least two semesters of non-native 
foreign language coursework (six to eight credit hours) with a minimum GPA 
of 2.75.  The coursework must appear on your UT transcript, as either transfer 
credit or UT credit. 
 
Non-native English speakers may take advantage of any combination of 
foreign language coursework.  For example, students may take Spanish 101 
and French 101 to fulfill this requirement.  Non-native English speakers may 
also take upper-level English courses to satisfy the language requirement (300 
level and above). 
 

 00 
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Global Knowledge Course Requirement  
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Global Engagement Inventory 
While at UT, students should demonstrate international leadership and engagement by completing the Global 
Engagement Inventory each semester that they are enrolled in the CIS program.    
 

Global Engagement Inventory Guidelines:  
�x Students in the certificate program must complete five (5) global engagement projects during the program, 

with no more than three (3) projects in any one category 

�x Students must successfully complete at least one project each semester while enrolled in GIS 099 (CIS 
course) 

�x If a student begins the program with fewer than five semesters remaining at UT, he/she/they will need to 
complete more than one project each semester 

�x To earn credit for each project, students must submit them by the stated deadline and receive a minimum of 
a C on the project, thus earning a grade of ‘S’ for GIS 099  

�x As appropriate, all activities should be recorded on the Co-Curricular Transcript with the Office of Student 
Leadership & Engagement.   

 
Please find approved activities and related projects listed on the table below. Other global engagement 
opportunities may be considered and should be discussed with the CIS coordinator to determine the relevance to 
the program and accompanying graded project. 
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 Global Engagement Inventory           Sorted by Category  
Category: Activity: Notes: Graded Assignments  

(Choose ONE): 
Intercultural  
Development 

UT on-campus event (lecture series, 
honor’s symposium, guest speaker, 
presentation, film screening, 
community conversations, book club, 
etc.) 

Must be international/ 
intercultural in scope.  
Check with IPO to see if it 
counts. 

Research paper, presentation, 
poster, interview/essay, published 
article in campus publication 
(Minaret, World View, etc.), short 
video on related research topic. 

 International event off campus 
(lecture series, USF event, guest 
speaker, presentation, film screening, 
book club, etc.) 

Must be international/ 
intercultural in scope.  
Check with IPO to see if it 
counts.  

Interview/essay, presentation, 
poster, research paper, short video 
on related research topic 

 
 

UT Culture Event with International 
Programs Office 

Look for announcements 
on Blackboard.  

Participation in a culture event.  
Projects can include reflective 
essay, cultural comparison poster 
board, or research paper. 

 IDI feedback session and 
Development plan 

Must be scheduled in 
advance.  Contact Kari 
Tews for apt. 

Schedule feedback session for IDI 
and discuss accompanying 
development plan.  Project to 
include completion of discussed 
assignment.  
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essay, article published in campus 
publication (Minaret, World View, 
etc.). 

 Community service for international 
community 

Must be approved in 
advance 

Poster board, presentation, short 
video, research paper, reflective 
essay, article published in campus 
publication (Minaret, World View, 
etc.). 

 Clinton Global Initiative, Model UN, 
Human Rights Watch International, 
Florida Coalition Against Human 
Trafficking Tampa Bay, ATHGO, 
THIPO, GBSN 

Membership/ 
participation required (UT 
may be able to cover 
costs of membership, 
please inquire, if 
interested) 

Poster board, presentation, short 
video, research paper, reflective 
essay, article published in campus 
publication (Minaret, World View, 
etc.). 

 Curricular and Co-Curricular Service-
learning 

Must be international/ 
intercultural in scope.  
Check with IPO to see if it 
counts. 

Poster board, presentation, short 
video, research paper, reflective 
essay, article published in campus 
publication (Minaret, World View, 
etc.). 

Opportunities 
Abroad  

Internship abroad  Must be approved in 
advance 

Your internship should be 
approved with an education 
abroad advisor if you are traveling 
abroad.  If earning credit, you need 
to work with Career Services.  
Projects can include Poster board, 
presentation, short video, research 
paper, reflective essay, World 
View Article, Minaret Article. 

 Education Abroad Experience: UT 
Travel Course, semester/year abroad, 
summer abroad, and more. 

Must be approved in 
advance 

Poster board, presentation, short 
video, research paper, reflective 
essay, World View Article, 
Minaret Article. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Research and co-presentation with 
faculty at international conference 

Must be approved in 
advance 

Poster board, presentation, short 
video, research paper, reflective 
essay, article published in campus 
publication (Minaret, World View, 
etc.). 

International 
Leadership in 
Action 

Plan and implement an on-campus 
international event with IPO 

Must be proposed and 
approved before the 5th 
week of the semester, 
though the event may take 
place any time during the 
semester.   

 

Opportunities 
Abroad 
Opportunities 
Abroad 

International 
Leadership in 
Action 

International 
Leadership in 
Action 

International 
Leadership in 
Action 
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Global Senior Capstone, GIS 499  
The Global Senior Capstone Course is graded and serves to integrate and 
synthesize all of the student’s international/intercultural experiences while in 
the Certificate of International Studies.  This course is reflection based and will 
serve to focus upon the transformative aspects of the student’s entire CIS 
experience (i.e. achieving intermediate level proficiency in a second language, 
completing 12-16 credit hours of courses with substantive global dimensions, 
experiencing education-abroad, participating in international activities and 
events and assembling an electronic portfolio.)  In this course, students will 
present their assembled and completed electronic portfolios and the student 
and CIS advisor will link the content to an appropriate career strategy for the 
student. 
 


