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INSIDE Technology is completely ingrained in our daily 
lives. As a result, we are faced with new ethical 
considerations in personal, educational and workplace 
settings. These changes present challenges that can 
have long term effects beyond an overshare in a social 
media posting or a lapse in judgment in a workplace 
setting. In this issue, we focus on the students, the 
digital natives that have grown up with technology and 
social media and the responsibilities associated with 
keeping a well-manicured digital footprint. 

Deanna House, Ph.D. 

The Ethical and Vulnerable Sides of Social Networks 
and Background Checks 
By Albert M. Verile, CFE, Founder, Sharpline Investigations, LLC 

Albert M. Verile 

In January 2009, I had 
just graduated from 
college and wanted to 
�nd a career in criminal 
justice, so I applied to 
federal agencies like 
the DEA, as well as 
local law enforcement 
in Hillsborough 
County. As part of the 
application process for 

a position with the sheriff’s of�ce, I sat down in 
a modern of�ce across from a calm, stern 
man who explained he was my background 
investigator. He laid an image on the table, 
printed on a piece of paper. 

I glanced at the image and realized it contained 
not only a familiar post, but a picture of a 
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